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Trinity Academy provides a tuition-free independent
school education to elementary school children from

Hartford’s most underserved communities.



Dear Trinity Academy Community,

The 2024–2025 school year has been an exciting and transformative one for Trinity
Academy. Our students and staff have truly settled into our beautiful new home at
Immanuel Congregational Church, thanks to the tireless work of our team and the many
volunteers from Immanuel, St. John’s, Hands On Hartford, and several other generous
partners.

This year also marked the reinstatement of Trinity’s afterschool program, which had been
shuttered during the Pandemic. With enriching academic and creative opportunities,
including tutoring and hands-on learning, the program has once again become a vital part
of our students’ day — supporting continued growth and learning. As a result, the
percentage of our students performing at or above grade level in reading and math rose by
over 10 percentage points, reaching into the mid-80s. These gains far surpass district
averages and underscore the profound impact of our holistic approach.

Looking ahead, we are thrilled to announce the launch of our first kindergarten class in the
2025–2026 school year, expanding enrollment by more than 25% while maintaining our
strong 6:1 student-teacher ratio. Starting students at Trinity even earlier will allow families
to benefit from our nurturing, high-quality environment without the disruption of
switching schools during critical early years.

Of course, this growth comes with challenges. We continue to navigate a landscape of
shrinking government resources and increasingly competitive grant funding. To sustain our
mission, we are committed to finding new partnerships and innovative sources of support
that allow us to continue to offer a tuition-free, best-in-class education to every child we
serve.

As I reflect on all we’ve accomplished — and what lies ahead — I am filled with gratitude.
None of this would be possible without our dedicated staff, generous volunteers, and you
— our loyal supporters. Your commitment to Trinity’s mission fuels our work and inspires
the board to keep striving for excellence on behalf of every student.

Thank you, and may God bless you.

Mark Panico
Chair, Board of Trustees
Trinity Academy

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR



KINDERGARTEN

10 WOODLAND STREET 
HARTFORD, CT 06105

In the 2025–2026 school year,
Trinity Academy will expand
to include a Kindergarten
class — a milestone that
reflects both our growth and
our deepening commitment
to providing high-quality,
tuition-free education from
the very start of a child’s
academic journey. By
welcoming students at an
earlier age, we can build an
even stronger academic
foundation, support social-
emotional development, and
foster a love of learning that
will carry through the
elementary years and beyond.
This exciting step forward is
made possible by the
unwavering support of our
community, and we look
forward to seeing the impact
it will have on our youngest
scholars.



Our Vision is to provide a safe and inclusive space fostering social, emotional and academic
growth for every child.

By removing as many obstacles as possible from a student’s life, we inspire children to become
life-long learners, empowering them to reach their highest potential. 

Paramount to our vision is emphasizing the power in diversity, with every student recognizing
their part in strengthening Trinity Academy and the community at large.

We believe that neither the zip code you live in, nor your family’s income should limit your
educational opportunities.

MISSION

VISION

Our mission is to provide Hartford area children with an exceptional
elementary school education, emphasizing equity and diversity, and an

individualized learning plan for each student. Our program is tuition-
free, tailored for students from historically underserved communities.
At Trinity Academy, we foster a nurturing and inclusive environment

that values family, community, and personal growth. We empower our
students through intensive academics that includes the arts, literacy,

critical thinking, and socio-emotional learning, instilling a love of
learning for a successful future.



VALUES
Innovation

We provide a robust education enriched by experiential programs and
employing the latest in teaching practices and educational

technology.

Diversity
We seek a school comprised of individuals of different races,

backgrounds and beliefs grounded in the idea that a society is
enriched and will only flourish when horizons of understanding are

expanded with inclusivity. 

Respect
We inspire in students a respect for others, their environment and

most importantly themselves.

Community Involvement
We engage with the greater Hartford community as an enthusiastic

partner of local organizations and a valued resource for neighborhood
families.

Stability
We embrace a holistic approach that goes beyond academics to foster

physical, social and emotional wellness for each child and their
families. 



81%
Percentage of
Trinity Academy
3rd and 4
graders
approaching or
above grade level
in reading.

th

77%
Percentage of
Trinity Academy
3rd and 4th
graders
approaching or
above grade level
in math.

25%
Percentage of Trinity
Academy students
that are English
Language Learners
including recent
immigrants and
refugees with little to
no English
proficiency.



STATISTICS
HONDRE INC. YEAR 2030



Theater at Trinity Academy plays a
vital role in nurturing students’
confidence, creativity, and
collaboration. This year, our young
performers brought the magic of
Broadway to life with a joyful and
energetic production of High School
Musical Jr. Students from every
grade worked together on stage and
behind the scenes, developing not
only their acting and singing skills
but also learning about
responsibility, teamwork, and
perseverance. The production was a
community-wide celebration, with
families, teachers, and peers
cheering on our students as they
delivered a heartwarming and high-
spirited performance. 

Students engaged in hands-on art
projects across a variety of
mediums, giving them the
opportunity to express
themselves creatively while
building technical skills. A
highlight of the year was a
collaborative project in which
students created their own
version of Starry Night—a vibrant
tribute to their school community.
The finished piece now hangs
proudly in the church parlor,
showcasing the students’
creativity and teamwork.

ARTTHEATER



Through a dynamic partnership
supported by the Hartford Yard
Goats, Trinity Academy students
took part in a dance residency
led by local teaching artist Ms.
Kim. Over several weeks,
students participated in
structured dance classes where
they learned foundational
techniques, explored creative
movement, and built confidence
through self-expression. The
residency culminated in a joyful
performance on the Yard Goats
field—a memorable celebration of
their growth, teamwork, and
artistry.

This year, students deepened their
appreciation for music through weekly
classes with Ms. Sera, where they
explored rhythm, melody, and expression
through singing, movement, and
instruments. Music instruction nurtures
creativity, builds confidence, and
supports academic growth by
strengthening listening skills, memory,
and focus. To enrich their experience,
students attended a live symphony
performance—an inspiring opportunity to
witness professional musicians in action
and connect their classroom learning to
the broader world of music and culture.
Experiences like these help students
develop a lifelong appreciation for the
arts and a sense of belonging in creative
spaces.

DANCE MUSIC



2025

FIELD EXCURSIONS
Field trips are an integral part of the educational
experience at Trinity Academy, providing students with
invaluable opportunities to learn beyond the classroom.
These excursions are carefully designed to complement
our curriculum, offering real-world applications of the
concepts and ideas studied in class.  At Trinity Academy,
we prioritize these outings because they inspire curiosity,
foster a love for learning, and create lasting memories that
enhance students’ overall academic and personal growth.



Family &
Community
Engagement

Family and community engagement
remain at the heart of Trinity
Academy’s mission. We believe that
students thrive when families,
educators, and the broader
community work together in
partnership. Throughout the year,
events like the Science Fair,
Cultural Night, and Holiday Dinners
created joyful opportunities for
families to come together,
celebrate their children’s growth,
and build lasting connections. Our
partnership with Immanuel
Congregational Church has been
central to this work—providing not
only a welcoming space for our
school but also a supportive
community that embraces our
students and families. Together, we
are creating a nurturing, inclusive
environment where every child
feels seen, supported, and valued.



Technology for All

Wrap Around
Services

On site counselor to support
student mental health needs
Healthy breakfast, lunch and
snack daily
Wrap-around services for the
entire family
Referrals for services
Community well-being events
Grocery distribution

Chromebook technology for every
student
Smartboard in every classroom

Individualized
Learning Plans
At Trinity Academy, each student benefits from an
individualized learning plan tailored to their unique
strengths and needs. These plans are carefully
monitored and updated, with progress communicated to
parents at the end of each marking period. This ongoing
collaboration ensures that parents are fully informed
and engaged in their child’s educational journey,
allowing us to work together to support each student’s
academic growth and success.



We follow and support students and their families after graduation.  Most
students attend our sister and brother schools Grace Academy and Covenant

Prep and go on to excel at some of the region’s most prestigious college
preparatory schools.  100% of Trinity’s first graduating class are on track to

graduate high school.

Our first graduating class
is headed to college

1:6
Student Teacher Ratio

96%
Number of Students

Enrolled

36
Attendance Rate

JOHNSON & WALES
UNIVERSITY

KENYON COLLEGE

PRINCETON
UNIVERISTY

TRINITY COLLEGE

YALE UNIVERSITY

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

WHERE ARE OUR GRADUATES NOW?

HIGH SCHOOLS

COLLEGE

OUR SISTER AND BROTHER
SCHOOLS:

COVENANT PREP
GRACE ACADEMY

HARTFORD MAGNET SCHOOLS

CHOATE ROSEMARY HALL
CONCORD ACADEMY 

THE ETHEL WALKER SCHOOL 
HOTCHKISS SCHOOL

KINGSWOOD OXFORD
SCHOOL 

LAWRENCEVILLE SCHOOL
THE LOOMIS CHAFFEE

SCHOOL 
MASTER'S SCHOOL

MILLBROOK SCHOOL 
MISS PORTER'S SCHOOL 

NORWICH FREE ACADEMY
PATHWAYS ACADEMY

PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY
SUFFIELD ACADEMY
THE TAFT SCHOOL 

WATKINSON SCHOOL
WESTMINISTER SCHOOL 

WESTOVER SCHOOL



Trinity is not just a school, it’s a family. A community. A community filled with passionate
educators who see potential in their students and their abilities. The joy I feel, even as I walk
through those doors, instantly fills my mind with amazing memories of when I used to go there.

When I first enrolled at Trinity, I had a strong passion for the arts, specifically dancing and
acting. Being so young, I had no idea how to get involved or even where to start. At Trinity, I was
met with incredible opportunities to experiment with the arts—from visiting educators who
taught classes to participating in school plays.

These outlets gave me connections to Hartford’s arts community, so much so that I would not
be where I am today without them. In addition, Trinity taught me fundamental skills I needed to
master later in life: organization, respect, integrity, and social and emotional development.
These skills helped me excel throughout my middle and high school years.

In my short time at Trinity, I also built lifelong friendships that I will cherish forever. Without
Trinity Academy, I don’t believe my classmates or I would have made it to where we are now—
doing great things and striving to make an impact.

I know that I am where I am today because of the resources and opportunities Trinity provided.
And so many of those opportunities were made possible by Trinity’s donors and volunteers.
Thank you for being part of Trinity Academy’s mission to educate students in a nurturing and
inclusive environment.

ALUMNI 
SPOTLIGHT

MESSIAH PRICE
2019

Messiah with her brother
Josh, also a Trinity Allum





STAFF
JOSHUA KRAUSE

Principal

MELISSA MORIN
Academic Affairs

Administrator

BARTON DARNEY
Director of Development

FACULTY

BEN ISAACSON
1st & 2nd Grade Teacher

NICK KLIMCZAK
3rd Grade Teacher

MITCHELL MORIN
4th Grade Teacher

MICHAEL FRIZZELL
Gym Teacher

SERA ANDERSON
Art & Theater Teacher

MABLE JOHNSON
Lunch Specialist



 

Martha Londergan
Immanuel Congregational Church

Advisor 

Alice M. Turner, M.Ed
Founder URISE Ventures Inc

​
Tom Sponzo, 

Builder​
​

Jeffrey Strole
Commodore Homes, LLC.

Hyacinth Yennie
Consultant

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

 Willona Amoakoh​, Parent Rep
Community Impact Officer, HFPG

Betsy MacDermid
Artist

Robin DiNicola
Financial Planner, Edward Jones

Ted Gawlicki
The Gawlicki Family Foundation

Rev. Don Hamer, Director,
Co-founder of Trinity Academy

James Jones
Executive Director, New Britain

Boys and Girls Club

Mark Panico, Chairperson
Past President, Legrand Data Communications

 
Robin Kipnis, Vice Chairperson
General Council (retired), CMEEC

Dave Smith, Treasurer
Retired Managing Partner, Accenture

Judy Travers, Secretary
VP, Human Resources, Legrand

DIRECTORS



Trinity Academy is powered by the generosity of so many who give
their time and talents to support our students. From parents who help
in the classroom and on field trips, to corporate partners who organize
supply drives and volunteer days, to individuals who share their skills

and care—each of you plays a vital role in our community.

Your commitment helps create a joyful, enriching environment where
our students can thrive. Thank you for showing up, cheering us on, and

standing with us.
We’re proud to recognize some of our volunteers below—thank you for

being part of the Trinity family!

SHELDON BISHOP
NOREEN CANNAMELA

DIABETES DAVE
ELLEN EISENBERG
THEDA FRANCIS
ADAM GIROUX

AMANDA HANZLIK, MUSICAL DIRECTOR ICC
 MARTHA AND DICK LONAGAN

JOE MAULUCCI
PAT METZNER

JACKIE MILLER BLACK
MARIA OCASIO
JUSTIN OCASIO
HANNAH OCASIO
THEDA ORTIQUE
LARRY PATERNO
CLAIRE SMITH

MARYJEAN SOLTIS
JAN  SPONZO

ST JOHN'S PARISH
COREY STABACH

JAY STABACH
LILY STABACH

ELIZABETH STROLE
JOELLEN STROLE

LUKE STROLE
WILL WENDRY

VOLUNTEERS



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

A special thank you goes out to everyone who supported this year’s Grand Slam Gala—your
enthusiasm and generosity have been truly inspiring and instrumental in making the event a

resounding success. We are incredibly fortunate to have such a dedicated community of
supporters, and we look forward to continuing this journey together. Thank you for believing in

our mission and for being a vital part of our Trinity Academy family.

We extend our deepest gratitude to all of our generous donors for their
unwavering support and commitment to Trinity Academy. Your contributions have
made a profound impact on our students’ lives, helping to provide them with the

education and opportunities they deserve. 

GALA COMMITTEE
Cornelia Biscette

Kathy Calibey
Robin DiNicola

Tammy Forsythe
Robin Kipnis

Diane Link
Betsy MacDermid

Kelly Murphy
Trish Panico

Janet Porriello
Kiri Thompson



DONORS

$10,000 +

$5,000-$9,999

$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499
Jill Peters-Gee and Mr. Robert Bausmith
J. Walton Bissell Foundation
Budd Family Fund
Cherish the Children
Gaawlicki Family Foundation
The Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection
and Insurance
Robin Kipnis and Penn Ritter
David and Janice Klein
Mr. Mark Panico and Mrs. Patricia
Panico
Claire and David Smith
The Stocker Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Strole

Ms. Barbara Allsup
Barnes Group Foundation INC
Charter Oak Foundation
Donald and Deborah Hamer
Max Cares Foundation, Inc.
St. John's Parish
Robert & Margaret Patricelli Family Foundation
Petit Family Foundation
John Roche and Laura Dake Roche
Mr. Jay Spivak
Tom and Jan Sponzo
Morgan Stanley
Ralph and Vicki Tate
Mr. E. John White and Ms. Kathryn S. White
The William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund

Ahearn Family Foundation
Anonymous
David and Barbara Buddington
Cummings & Lockwood
Halloran Sage
Ms. Helen I Krause
Mr. Paul Krause
Legrand/Wiremold 
Ms. Toral Maher and Mr. Glenn Davis
The Reynolds Charitable Foundation Fund
Joseph Stafford Associates
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wetzel
Whole Foods Market Foundation

Mr. James R. Bradley
Steven and Susan Byers
Kathy Calibey
Marion Catanzaro
Chelsea Groton Bank
William and Ann Cronin
Philip Darney and Uta Landy
Mr. Robert L. Sanders
Dr. Booker DeVaughn and Dr. Elena
DeVaughn
Virtus Partners, INC
Forbes Asphalt Maintenance INC
Ms. Jennifer Gaudet
Ms. Wendy Haller
Ms. Vicki A. Huffman
Invention Convention
Ms. Katherine J. Lambert
Ms. Barbara Maffett
McCarter & English, LLP
Jeffrey Mehler
Ms. Jody Morneault
Ms. Katherine Nixon
Lynn and Laurence Pollack
Rotary of Avon-Canton, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sands
HBRA Charitable Foundation
Nelson and Helen Sly
Rev. Andrew Smith and Kate Smith
Ms. Lisa Sweeney
Ms. Judith Travers
Trumbull Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Washburn
Eric and Jessica Zachs
Immanuel Congregational Church
Christ Church Cathedral



DONORS
-$499

Mr. and Mrs. John Aforismo
Courtney and Anne Bourns
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cannamela
Digel Family Foundation
Mr. John Henry
Mr. Jamie Hook and Dr, Wen Chyi Shyu
Ms. Ann R. Hotchkiss
Patricia Hugessen
Janney Montgomery Scott, INC
Mr. Mark Jemison
Ms. Lois Koteen
Joshua and Diane Krause
Diane Link
Mr. Richard Londergan
Alfred Loomis
Betsy MacDermid
Mark and Linda MacGougan
Kelly L. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Nunzio Puglielli
Ms. Elizabeth Randall
Edgar and Patricia Reed
John Ritter and Rhonda Reiner
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ruby
Mr. and Mrs.Rob Schoen
Ms. Allison Sharlow
Shimkus, Murphy, & Lemkuil, Inc.
Ms. Cindy Simms
Mr. Christian Smith
Richard and Doris Sugarman
Trinity College
Watkinson School
Daphne H. Wilcox
Hyacinth Yennie
Steven M. Zhitnik and Anne L. Rapkin

Anonymous
Lois Aaron
Mr. Andrews Agyekum
Ms. Victoria Albert
Ms. Jessica Allen
Ms. Betsy Astarita and Mr. Robert L. Young
Mr. Edward Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bartlett
Robert and Donna Batch
Ms. Patti Beckett
Ms. Laurie Bell
Ms. Eve Bendett
Peter and Cathie Benner
Ms. Diane Benner
Ms. Yvonne Biney
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Boucher
Sally Brown
Ms. Tanya Bynoe
Mr. Dave Calibey
Ms. Tresa Carrington
Ms. Shantay Carter
Connie Castner
Tony Cavallaro
Mr. Gary Cerrito
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Chester
Mr. Robert Cohen
Ms. Ann Conable
Stephen and Sharon Conway
Ms. Cynthia Coppage
Jim and Malley Cox-Chapman
Ms. Anna Crawford & Mr. William Silva
Mr. and Mrs. David E Crow
Ms. Elizabeth Crutcher
Ms. Jane Currie and Ms. Pam Perry
Ms. Barton Darney
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Dauphinais
Mr. Keith Dee
Ms. Denise deFiebre
Pat and Don DeVivo
Ms. Robin DiNicola
Ms. Paula L. Dorn
Mr. and Mrs. James Dougherty
Ms. Laura Eilers
Doron Feller
Ms. Lucy Ferriss & Mr. Don Moon
Ms. SusanFinnegan
Mr. Brendan Fitgerald
Mr. Adam Giroux
Ms. Shellie Giroux
Ms. Patricia Goodrich
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Grayson

$500-$999



DONORS

IN-KIND
Ashraf and Monte Albdaiwi
Asylum Hill Congregational Church
Robert Cohen
Dr. Booker DeVaughn and Dr. Elena DeVaughn
Hinckley Allen
Donna Judge
Robin Kipnis and Penn Ritter
Mark and Patricia Panico
Claire and David Smith
Joseph and Gail Stafford
Jeffrey and Jo Ellen Strole
Trinity Episcopal Church

David and Sara Hadden
Ms. Tricia Haggerty-Wenz
Ms. Amanda Hanzlik
Ms. Lynn Hayes Thomas
Mr. Arthur House
Beverly and Richard Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. David Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Isaacson
Ms. Karen Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Kanya
Ms. Emily La Croix
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Larco
Ms. Elizabeth Leo
Ms. Carolyn Lester
Rev. Molly Louden and Mr. Bruce Louden
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Luiz
Mr. Alan MacKenzie
Mr. Robert Mang
Mr. Keith Margotta
Mr. Brian Marquis
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McGann
Ms. Maude McGovern
Ms. Julie McNeill
Shelley Meyers
Mr. Mark Miele
Kevin and Melissa Morin
Mr. Stephen Morris
Mr. Alexander Nweeia
Melanie and Robert O'Connor
Mr. Stephen Ohki
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pace
Ms. Joanne Papillo
Mr. Elliott B. Pollack
Ms. Sonya Richmond
Ms. Sharon Rispoli
Mr. Sam Ritter
Ms. Judy Roberts
Mr. Charles E. Rogers Jr. and Mr. John M. Kelly
Ms. Amy Rolleri
Mr. Charles Russo
Ms. Catherine Schettini
Ms. Barbara Shaw
Ms. Debbie Sheridan
Mr. Derek Slap
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert L. Small
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Sovronsky
Rev. Linda M. Spiers
Mr. Kevin St. Cyr
Corey Staback
Ms. Deb Steele
Carolyn H. and James Michael Stockman
Ms. Kerry Suddes
Ms. Carla Sullivan
Gene Sullivan
Mr. Jay Terbush
Ms. Kiri Thomson

Mr. and Mrs. David Title
Richard and Sandra Tombaugh
Ms. Jane Torrey
Mr. Anthony Torsiello
Ms. Alice Turner
Ms. Carolyn Venceslau
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Vossler
Ms. Kara Walters
Ms. Debra Wood
Mr. Matthew Worthington
Mr. Jim Young
Yuanyuan Zheng
Jacobs & Jagos LLC


